CHAPTER V
ASTRONOMY

The antiquity of the Indian Astronomy : Its scientific development due
to the Alexandrian Schools. The Romaka and Puliga Siddhantas.
Dr. Thibaut's opinions.

THE history of Sciences is a Sciences itself; and one of the
most interesting and important of them all. To trace the
stream of discovery from its lofty fountain-head, to follow its
various windings, to mark its frequent disappearances, its
rapids and its stagnancies, is a work at once of greatest Interest,
and of greatest difficulty. In examining the antiquity of Hindu
Astronomy, we must first take into account the fact that the
Hindus had amongst them, a considerable amount of astrono-
mical knowledge as testified by their accurate calculation of
the eclipses of the sun and the moon. But for a long period
they made no advancement but rather retrograded in their
knowledge of the principles of the science. Astronomy was
cultivated among them at an early period, and the question is
whether the birth of the science is due to the contact of
Greece with India.

'The author of 'Mecanique Celeste1 writes, "The origin of
astronomy in India, as among all other nations, is lost In
obscurity in the first period of their history." The Indian
tables however indicate a state of considerable advancement in
astronomy, but everything else leads us to believe they are not
of very high antiquity. The ensemble of the Indian tables
and especially the impossibility of the general conjunction
which they suppose, prove that they have been constructed or
at least corrected in modern times. This fact is further
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